Introduced by Council Member Morgan & Co-sponsored by Council 

Members Wilson, Carter, Dennis, Hazouri & R. Gaffney:
RESOLUTION 2016-21
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING “HER SONG” FOR RAISING AWARENESS OF SEX TRAFFICKING AND ITS EFFECT ON WOMEN; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Her Song, a local nonprofit, offers restorative and supportive services to survivors of sex trafficking through counseling, advocacy, mentoring and safe relationships; and

WHEREAS, once rescued, a sex trafficking survivor needs access to appropriate restorative and rehabilitative aftercare, tailored to meet the needs of each individual with a range of care that may include psychological, educational, familial, medical, spiritual and vocational services with the end goal of successful reintegration and a solid foundation upon which to build a healthy, safe and fulfilling future; and


WHEREAS, Her Song is looking to expand its services by opening a safe, therapeutic residential home for sex trafficking survivors who often have nowhere to go for aftercare; and 


WHEREAS, January is Human Trafficking Awareness Month. Human trafficking is a serious, yet invisible problem. Florida ranks third in the nation when it comes to this issue and Jacksonville ranks third in the state; and


WHEREAS, Her Song will continue to provide education and programming for survivors who have experienced complex trauma, drug addiction, abuse and exploitation so they can lead healthy, safe and productive lives; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and commends Her Song for its work to bring awareness to the serious issue of sex trafficking in Jacksonville and its effect on women, and encourages all residents of Jacksonville to learn more during Human Trafficking Awareness Month in January.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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